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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Season of Creation is observed by Christians around the world from 1 September to 4
October. The theme for this year, “Living Water,” is particularly meaningful for us in the Diocese
of Cyprus and the Gulf.

The biblical foundation for the theme comes from Ezekiel 47:1-12, where the prophet sees water
flowing from the Temple. What begins as a small stream gradually becomes a great river. Wherever
the river flows, barren places are restored, waters are healed, trees flourish and life becomes
abundant. The powerful words of Ezekiel 47:9, “Where the river flows everything will live,”
provide an appropriate biblical vision for our reflection and action during this Season of Creation.

For our Diocese, spread across Cyprus and the Gulf, the image of living water has particular
significance. We minister in a region where water is precious, much of the landscape is arid, natural
freshwater resources are limited, and daily life depends heavily upon desalination and the responsible
management of natural resources. The Season of Creation therefore invites us to ask how our
worship of God the Creator can lead us towards more responsible care of the creation that God has
entrusted to us.



A Brief History of the Season of Creation

The Season of Creation developed through the worldwide Christian movement to recognise care for
the earth as an integral part of Christian faith and mission. Its modern roots are often traced to
1989, when Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I invited Orthodox Christians to observe 1 September
as a day of prayer for creation. Over the following decades, this concern grew beyond the Orthodox
Church and increasingly became an ecumenical Christian commitment.

The observance gradually developed into a season beginning on 1 September, the Day of Prayer
for Creation, and concluding on 4 October, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, who is
remembered for his profound appreciation of God's creation. Today, Christians from Orthodox,
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed and many other traditions participate in
the Season of Creation.

For us as Anglicans, care for creation is not an optional addition to the mission of the Church. It is
reflected in the Fifth Mark of Mission, which calls us “to strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” Creation care therefore belongs within our
understanding of Christian discipleship, witness and mission.

Living Water — A Biblical Vision

Water occupies an important place throughout Scripture. In Genesis, the Spirit of God moves over

the waters at creation. The people of Israel pass through the waters of the Red Sea into freedom. In
the wilderness, God provides water from the rock. The Psalms celebrate God as the one who waters
the earth and sustains its life. The prophets use flowing water as an image of justice, restoration and

divine blessing.

In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of “living water” and invites those who are thirsty to come to
him and drink. Finally, in Revelation, we are given the beautiful picture of the river of the water of
life flowing from the throne of God and nourishing the tree of life, whose leaves are for the healing
of the nations.

Ezekiel's vision is especially significant because the water flows from the Temple. The water begins
at the place of worship, but it does not remain there. It flows outwards into the world and brings life
wherever it goes. This is a powerful image for the Church. Our concern for creation should begin in
our worship of God, but it should flow from our churches into our homes, schools, workplaces and
communities. Our prayers should eventually become actions, and our worship should shape the way
we live.

Challenges in Cyprus and the Gulf

The theme Living Water speaks very directly to the environmental realities of Cyprus and the Gulf.
Much of our region experiences arid or semi-arid conditions, high temperatures and limited natural
freshwater resources. In several Gulf countries, desalination has become essential to everyday life.
While technological developments have made water readily available, they can also make us forget
how precious water really is and how much energy and infrastructure are required to provide it.



Water conservation is therefore an important responsibility for us. A leaking tap, excessive irrigation
or unnecessary use of water may appear insignificant, but multiplied across thousands of homes,
churches, schools and workplaces, such habits have a considerable impact. The Church can help
develop a culture in which water is recognised not simply as a commodity but as a precious gift of

God.

Another major concern in our region is the use of single-use plastics. Bottled water, disposable cups,
plastic bags and food containers are part of everyday life. Churches themselves can unintentionally
contribute to this problem through meetings, conferences, fellowship meals and large gatherings.
The Season of Creation provides an opportunity to examine our own practices and ask whether
some of these materials can be reduced, reused or recycled.

Food waste is another concern. Our Christian hospitality is something to celebrate, particularly in
the multicultural context of the Gulf, but hospitality should also be accompanied by responsible
stewardship. Careful planning of church meals and events can reduce unnecessary food waste and
the amount of disposable packaging that accompanies it.

Biodiversity also requires our attention. Rapid urban development and changing habitats affect birds,
insects, plants and other forms of life. Church compounds, however small, can become places where
biodiversity is encouraged. Native and drought-resistant plants, responsible landscaping, reduced
pesticide use and the protection of suitable habitats can transform our church grounds into small
sanctuaries for God's creation.

Extreme heat and the wider effects of climate change also have a human dimension. Environmental
stewardship is therefore not simply about plants, animals or water. It concerns people as well. Those
who work outdoors and those with fewer resources are often particularly vulnerable to
environmental pressures. Creation care must consequently be connected with justice, compassion
and concern for our neighbours.

From Worship to Practical Action

The Season of Creation gives us a meaningful opportunity to connect worship, water
conservation, recycling, biodiversity and practical Christian stewardship. Our response
should begin with worship. During the Season of Creation, parishes could include creation-focused
prayers, intercessions, hymns, sermons and Bible studies. Passages such as Genesis 1-2, Psalms 8,
24, 65 and 104, Ezekiel 47, Romans 8 and Revelation 22 offer rich biblical resources. An annual
Creation Sunday could also provide an opportunity to remind our congregations that caring for
creation is part of Christian discipleship.

Our worship can then lead naturally into water conservation. Churches could undertake simple
reviews of their water use, check for leaking taps and pipes, install water-efficient fixtures where
appropriate, examine irrigation practices and reduce unnecessary water use in cleaning and
landscaping. A simple message beside drinking-water points reminding people that water is God's
gift could itself become an act of Christian education.

Recycling can also become part of our Christian witness. Churches can gradually reduce the use of
single-use plastics and encourage members to use reusable water bottles and cups. Clearly marked



recycling points for plastic bottles, aluminium cans, paper and other recyclable materials could be
introduced according to local facilities and regulations. Where appropriate, churches might also
explore partnerships with recognised recycling organisations and the introduction of reverse vending
machines or similar systems for collecting plastic bottles and aluminium cans.

Our church compounds can also become places for the protection and celebration of biodiversity.
Planting native and drought-resistant species, creating suitable spaces for birds and insects and
organising simple biodiversity surveys can help children, young people and adults rediscover the
wonder of God's creation. Birdwatching, tree identification and creation walks can become forms of
environmental education as well as opportunities for thanksgiving and prayer.

Ultimately, creation care should become part of our ordinary Christian stewardship. Decisions
concerning electricity, air-conditioning, water, transport, food, purchasing, waste management and
landscaping all have environmental consequences. Each parish could therefore consider appointing a
small Creation Care Team or a Creation Champion who could work with clergy and church
leadership to identify realistic and achievable actions.

A Diocesan Response

Parishes of the Diocese may choose to make a few simple commitments during 2026—27. Each
church could commit itself to including creation regularly in prayer and worship, identifying at least
one measurable way of reducing unnecessary water consumption, reducing single-use plastics and
strengthening recycling, undertaking one activity to support local biodiversity, and providing some
form of creation-care education for children, young people or adults.

These commitments need not become complicated programmes or expensive projects. The
emphasis should be on small, realistic and measurable actions. At the end of the year, parishes may
wish to share their experiences with one another so that good practices can be celebrated and
adapted in other contexts.

In time, this could develop into a simple diocesan “Living Water Churches” initiative, adapted to
the different circumstances of Cyprus, the UAE, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and the other communities
of our Diocese.

Holy Trinity Church Dubai

At Holy Trinity Church Dubai, the Season of Creation offers a particularly meaningful opportunity
because our compound is home to Christians from many nations, cultures and denominations. Our
motto, “One Family in Christ. Many Nations in Worship. One Body in Mission,” can find
practical expression in caring together for God's creation.

Under the theme Living Water, we can seek to connect worship with stewardship, prayer with
conservation, faith with responsible consumption, recycling with Christian responsibility,
biodiversity with wonder and thanksgiving, and Christian mission with practical care for God's
world.



At Holy Trinity Church, practical possibilities include increasing awareness of responsible water use,
reviewing water consumption, strengthening recycling facilities, reducing plastic waste, encouraging
reusable bottles, introducing suitable recycling initiatives, protecting and increasing biodiversity
within the compound, planting appropriate native species, observing and recording bird life (our
2026 calendar features the birds of Holy Trinity), and involving our children and young people in
environmental activities.

Because Holy Trinity Church is shared by many guest congregations, even small changes within our
compound have the potential for a much wider influence. If the congregations worshipping within
our compound take these practices back into their homes, churches and communities, one church
compound can become a centre from which environmental awareness flows into many parts of
Dubai and beyond.

An Ecumenical Opportunity

The Season of Creation also provides an important opportunity for ecumenical cooperation.
Environmental challenges do not recognise denominational boundaries. Water scarcity affects
Anglicans, Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Protestants, Pentecostals and the wider community alike.
Creation care can therefore provide common ground on which Christians can pray, learn and act
together while respecting the particular identity of each tradition.

In the Gulf context, responsible environmental action can also provide an appropriate way of
engaging positively with the wider society. Water conservation, responsible consumption,
cleanliness, recycling and environmental protection are concerns shared by governments,
communities and people of different faiths. By participating responsibly in these efforts, our
churches can demonstrate that Christian faith contributes positively to the well-being of the societies
in which God has placed us.

Let the River Flow

Ezekiel's vision begins with a small stream flowing from the sanctuary. At first the water reaches the
ankles, then the knees, then the waist, and eventually it becomes a river deep enough to swim in.
This provides a beautiful image for our own journey as a Diocese.

We may begin with small actions: a prayer for creation, a sermon, repairing a leaking tap, refusing an
unnecessary plastic bottle, recycling a can, planting a native tree or teaching a child to appreciate the
birds and plants around them. None of these actions appears dramatic on its own, but small streams
can eventually become rivers.

The Season of Creation 2026 invites us to go deeper. It calls us to allow our worship of the Creator
to influence the way we treat creation. It reminds us that our churches should not only speak about
stewardship but demonstrate it in their daily life.

For the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, the 2026 theme “Living Water” offers not simply a theme
for one Sunday or one season but an opportunity to encourage a deeper and more lasting culture of
Christian environmental stewardship throughout our parishes.



May the life that flows from our worship flow beyond the walls of our churches and bring healing,
hope and renewal to the communities in which God has placed us.

“Where the river flows everything will live.” — Ezekiel 47:9

May this be our prayer, our witness and our commitment during the Season of Creation 2020.
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